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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 
Listing_o.f Claims: 

1. (Currently Amended) Tn a wireless network system comprising first and second 
sub-networks having respective first and second access points, and a wireless unit associated 
with first access point and having a current network protocol address valid for said first sub- 
network, a method for said wireless unit to obtain anew network protocol address valid for said 
second sub-network, comprising: 

sai d wireless unit receiving a message having information by said wireless unit said 
information including a network protocol address of said second access point, from which said 
wireless unit can determine if said current network protocol address is valid for said second sub- 
network; 

said wir e l e ss unit determining by said wireless unit that said current network protocol 
address is not valid for said second sub-network from said information by d e termining if it har, 
previously stor e d sa id^aetwerieft rotocol addr e ss and either (i) determining that said current 
network protocol address is not valid for said second sub-network based on information 
associated with said previously stored network protocol address or (ii) determining that said 
current network protocol address is not valid for said second sub-network if said wireless unit 
has not previously stored said network protocol address; 

said wir e l e ss unit associating with said second access point by said wireless unit for 
communicating with said second sub-network; 

said-wi reless unit s ending a request for said new network protocol address by said 
wireless unit to said second sub-network by way of via said second access point; and 

said-wir-el^ss^ttfiit-receiving said new network protocol address by said wireless unit from 
said second sub-network bv way ofi na said second accesvS point. 



2. 



(Cancelled). 
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3. (Original) The method of claim 1, wherein said information comprises a subnet 
mask pertaining to said second sub-network, 

4. (Original) The method of claim 1, further comprising said wireless unit sending a 
request to release said current network protocol address to said first sub-network. 

5. (Cancelled). 

6. (Cancelled). 

7. (Cancelled). 

8. (Currently Amended) The wireless unit of claim 97, wherein said information of 
said message further comprises a network protocol address of said second access point. 

9. (Currently Amended) A £ke-wireless unit of claim 7, wherein for communicating 
with a wired backbone network having first and second sub-networks bv way of respective first 
and second access points, comprising: 

a wireless transceiver to communicate with said first and second access points via a 
wireless medium; 

a memory to communicate current network protocol address valid for said first sub- 
network; and 

a logic circuitJo_r_cceiyc_a message from said second access point by way of said wireless 
receiver* said message includes information thai comprises a subnet mask pertaining to said 
second sub-network from which said logic circuit can determine if said current network protocol 
address is valid for said second sub-network, said logic circuit is adapted to transmit a request for 
a new network protocol address valid for said second sub-network if said lotric circuit either 
determines that said current network protocol address is not valid for said second sub-network o r 
determines i f said new network protocol address has not been previously stored in said memory . 
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10. (Currently Amended) The wireless unit of claim wherein said logic circuit is 
capable of Transmitting a request to release said current network protocol address. 

1 L (Currently Amended) The wireless unit of claim 8?, wherein said logic circuit is 
capable of determining if said new network protocol address has been previously stored in said 
memory, and determining whether said new network protocol address is valid based on 
information stored in said memory that js associated with said previously stored new network 
protocol address, 

12. (Cancelled). 

13. (Currently Amended) An access point t comprising a logic circuit for periodically 
transmitting a message to oad-of-mesea wireless units without any predetermination by the 
access point that the a- wireless unit has moved from a first sub-network to a different second sub- 
network, said message comprises information includ ing es a network protocol address and a 
subnet mask identifying that the access point is coupled to said second sub-network, said 
information being used bv the wireless unit to 4 fl&mi ation - fron>which" said - on e or mor e wir e las^ 
units-ean-determinc if a current network protocol address of the access point is valid on fee -said 
second s ub-ne twork which said acc e ou point is on , 

14. (Currently Amended) The access point of claim 13, wherein said information 
eoj^mes-a^etw^e^fetoeo^ad^ message causes the wireless 
unit to release the current network protocol address and obtain a new network protocol, address 
for the second sub-network . 

15. (Currently Amended) The access point of claim 1 3, wherein said logic 
circu it ^ Ln^matjen-cem^pises^-^^toe l - mafik - oFsaid s e cond sub n e twork determines that said 
current network protocol address oFthc access point is invalid on said second sub-network if said 
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logic circuit locates said new network protocol address previously stored with said subnet mask 
of said second sub-network . 

16. (Currently Amended) The access point of claim 4513, wherein said Jo£ic circuit 
information further comprises a subn e t musk of said s e cond sub network determines that, said 
current network protocol address of the access point is invalid on said second sub-network if sa id 
logic circuit does not locate said new network protocol address within internal memory of said 
logic circuit . 

17. (Currently Amended) A wireless network system, comprising: 

a wired backbone network comprising first and second sub-networks data coupled 
together by way of a network device; 

a first access point on said first sub-network; and 

a second access point on said second sub-network, comprising a logic circuit for 
transmitting a message to one or more wireless units, said message includes information from 
which a wireless unit can determine if a current network protocol address assigned to said 
wireless unit is valid for said second sub-network, said information includes a network protocol 
address lor said second access point and a subnet mask of said second sub-network, 

1 8. (Previously Presented) The wireless network system of claim 17, wherein said 
information further comprises a Media Access Control (MAC) address of said second access 
point. 

19. (Cancelled). 

20. (Original) The wireless network system of claim. 17, wherein said message 
further includes information which said one or more wireless units can make roaming decision 
based on. 
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21. (Cancelled). 

22. (Cancelled). 

23. (Cancelled). 

24. (Cancelled), 

25. (New) The access point of claim 1 3, wherein said message comprises a header 
and a payload including said information. 



Page 6 of 1 J 



Docket No; 003239.P067 



WWS/sm 



PAGE 1 0115 1 RCVD AT 2/9/2005 5:38:43 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/5 • DNlS:8729306 ' 00:7145573347 » DURATION (mm-ss):04-08 



